
Gerhard Thieme created a frieze that worked its way around the portico. He 
created a visual story of the Socialist History of Berlin, starting from the 
founding of the Communist Party in Berlin in 1919 up to the 750 Year 
Anniversary celebration of the foundation of Berlin in 1987. While it seems like 
t h e f r i e z e h a s n o o ffi c i a l n a m e – i t s k n o w n a s 
the “Fries der sozialistischen Geschichte Berlins”  (Frieze of the Socialist 
history of Berlin).

If you do take the time and walk around the portico, you’ll see 6 large concrete 
panels – each broken up into multiple time segments. Starting from right to left

Broken up into segments, the first section depicts the foundation of the KPD 
(Communist Party of Germany) in 1919 with Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht 
in the front. 

Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht in the front



Hungry workers on the streets of Berlin



A speech by Ernst Thälmann – Leader of Communist party of Germany 



It seems like one of the men in this panel bears a striking resemblance to Albert 
Einstein… 



And the last section in of the first panel depicts the Blutmai (Bloody May) – a series 
of illegal protests organized by the KDP between the 1st and 3rd of May 1929, 
which the Berlin police violently broke up resulting in the death of 33 people. 

The second socialist mural depicts events from 1933 up until 1945. 



The first panel depicts the “Reichstagsbrand” of 1933.

The second section depicts the book burnings of 1933 and then jumps forward in 
time to the Liberation of concentration camp and the resistance shouting “Death to 
the Nazis”. This is probably the only instance of a piece of public art calling death to 
Nazis, that I’m aware of.



Another depiction of the resistance. The Rote Kapelle was the name given by 
the Gestapo to an anti-Nazi resistance movement in Berlin. 



The last segment of depicts the “liberation” of Berlin on the 8th of May 1945.

The third socialist mural picks up where the second one left off in 1945 and goes up 
until 1949

The first panel depicts Soviet soldiers handing out bread to the starving population 
in 1945.



A survivor is united with his family.



The unison of the KPD and SPD into the SED (Socialist Unity Party) on the 21st of 
April 1946.



A “Trümmerfrau” rebuilding the city.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tr%C3%BCmmerfrau


And finally, the foundation of German Democratic Republic in 1949. It’s worth 
noting that this segment contains one of the last depictions of the emblem of the 
GDR in Berlin. 

The fourth socialist mural depicts events from 1950 up until 1968. 



The construction of Schönefeld Airport in 1950.

The 
Life returning to normal.



 
Reconstruction of Berlin’s Alexanderplatz in 1961 -1964. 



The opening of East Berlins Tierpark in 1955.



The last segment depicts East Germanys first participation as an individual country 
at the Mexico City Olympics in 1968. 

The fifth socialist mural depicts events from 1970 up until 1986. 



The 10th World Festival of Youth and Students

The construction of Marzahn in 1977 – the largest planned “settlement” in East 
Germany.

The 25th anniversary (in 1986) of the first space flight.

The sixth socialist mural depicts the 750th Anniversary of Berlin in 1987

 



Thiemes creation of a socialist mural took inspiration from the terracotta frieze 
which hangs on a slightly more famous building: The Rotes Rathaus a few meters 
down the road. The frieze on the town hall – also known as the stone chronicles, 
depicts the early history of Berlin and Brandenburg up to the foundation of the 
Reich in 1871.


